





O his way, the rat met an ox. “Are you joining the race, Rat?"
avked the ox. “Ride on my back, and | will carry you sceom.”

“Let's win this race
together!” said the cat.
“Make sure you wake me
up,” he added,
for he often slept all day.

In the morning, the rat
pushed, tickled, and
shouted, but it was
impossible to wake the cat!
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Welcome. strong Tiger.” szid the Emperor. “The third vear will be named after
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Ve snombkary found a long branch which he wsed
st ek puh thm ot ot e

A goat, somonkey, and a rooster decided 1o work

together fo win a place
e yooster fonmd o wooden it

e goat o weods aved grasses and cleared

A Path for the vatt o sail







A dog arrived to claim eleventh place.
Fie wzs z STONE W and could have arrived earfier,




As the moon wan
rising in the evening
sky, the Emperoy
heard a loud
squealing
and screeching,

It was a large pig
who finally emerged
from the river.

but I found some delicious

apples by the riverbank and i

then I found a pool of mud,
and then I fell asleep—"







years that passcd, and the twelve years after
o this day . . .

And through the first twelve
that, and all the many years leading up t




To find 2 way 1y 1~
the Jade Emperur Fobti 7 41 0% Wiich twelve
animals wone the frst fo- (0 725 S tiver ud buve ayear
named after thaa? Ane vk e+ st Rat no Jonzer Eiends?
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