
 

Spelling at Wintringham 

Spelling is a vital part of learning to read and write. It supports children to communicate clearly, 
develop confidence as writers and understand how language works. At our school, spelling is 
taught in a structured, progressive way that builds on children’s early phonics knowledge and 
develops into a deeper understanding of spelling patterns, word structure and meaning. 

We recognise that children learn to spell most effectively when they understand why words are 
spelled the way they are. Therefore, our approach combines phonics with the teaching of spelling 
rules, patterns, morphology (how words are built) and etymology (where words come from). 
Spelling is taught explicitly and revisited regularly so that children can apply their learning 
confidently across the curriculum. 

Early Years, Year 1 and Transition into Year 2  

In the Early Years and Year 1, children learn spelling through high- quality daily phonics teaching. 
These lessons focus on developing secure knowledge of the alphabetic code, enabling children to 
segment spoken words into sounds and represent those sounds accurately in writing. 

As children move into Year 2 , phonics lessons gradually transition into more formal spelling 
lessons. The phonics programme is continued to ensure consolidation, while spelling teaching 
becomes more explicit and structured. Children who require additional phonics support continue to 
receive targeted intervention to meet their individual needs. 

The Year 2 spelling programme is designed to: 

• Build directly on children’s secure phonics knowledge 
• Support a smooth transition from phonics to spelling 
• Develop confidence and accuracy in spelling 

Spelling lessons in Year 2 are taught daily. Children are introduced to spelling rules and patterns 
alongside elements of: 

• Morphology (root words, prefixes and suffixes) 
• Etymology (word origins and meaning) 
• Grammar (how words function in sentences) 

This approach helps children understand how words are constructed and how they are connected 
to other words, supporting both spelling and vocabulary development. 

 

 

 

 



 
Key Stage 2  

In Key Stage 2, children progress onto a structured spelling programme that builds systematically 
on prior learning. Spelling is taught through three focused lessons each week, ensuring time for 
teaching, practice and consolidation. 

Each week: 

• A set of words is introduced that exemplifies a specific spelling pattern, rule, sound or 
affix 

• Previous spelling rules and words are revisited and revised at the start of the week 
• Children explore how the words are linked and what makes them similar 

Lessons include explicit teaching of: 

• Spelling patterns and rules 
• Number of syllables 
• Tricky sounds or letter combinations 
• Word morphology, including prefixes, suffixes and root words 

A range of engaging activities is used during the introduction and main teaching input to support 
understanding. These are followed by independent tasks, allowing children to practise and apply 
their learning. Teaching sequences are carefully planned to ensure knowledge is built upon 
progressively and securely. 

Challenge Weeks and Statutory Spellings 

Throughout Key Stage 2, children also take part in challenge weeks. During these weeks, spelling 
lists are drawn from the statutory word lists outlined in the National Curriculum English 
Programme of Study (Spelling Appendix). These words often include unusual or less predictable 
spellings and are designed to challenge children and deepen their spelling knowledge. 

A Confident Approach to Spelling 

By following a consistent, progressive and inclusive approach to spelling, we aim to ensure that 
all children: 

• Develop secure spelling skills 
• Understand how words are formed and connected 
• Apply spelling knowledge confidently in their writing 

This structured journey from phonics to spelling supports children to become confident, capable 
and enthusiastic writers. 

 

 



 
Activities 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


