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Reception Curriculum Newsletter
Summer Term (Second Half) 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the final half term of Reception! We hope you have had a
relaxing break. It was lovely to see all the children return to school looking
happy and ready for new learning adventures!

Please ensure that you continue to read with your child at home a minimum
of 5 times a week (for 10 minutes) and record this in their reading diary, by
either commenting on how they found reading the book or initialling/signing
that they have read on a particular day.

Children who regularly read at home consistently make better progress than
those who do not, so please do support them with this. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to ask.

Learning Themes

This half-term, the children will be exploring the fascinating topic of wild
animals from around the world. They have already shown a great deal of
enthusiasm, particularly when learning about endangered species in the UK
and globally and discussing how we can help to protect them. During our
Drawing Club sessions, we have been enjoying a range of engaging stories,
including The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson, Commotion in the
Ocean by Giles Andreae, and The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett. Over the
coming weeks, we will contfinue to develop our learning about wild animals,
with a special focus on identifying similarities and differences between wildlife
in our local area and animals found in other parts of the world.

As the children are now approaching the end of the EYFS, we will be
assessing them as either working towards or achieving in each of the early
learning goals. There is a copy of the early learning goals at the end of this
document for your reference.

Supporting Your Child at Home

Reading

Frequently sharing books with your child and talking about the main
characters and sequence of events will support your child to develop their
comprehension skills. Supporting your child to read from left to right,
encouraging them to point to each word as they read, using the picture if
they get stuck on a word, using the words they know already to help them,
segmenting and blending the phonemes in words, and reading repeated
words throughout the book, will help your child to improve their reading skills.



Mathematics

Using numbers in everyday contexts, such as recognising house numbers,
counting the number of stairs climbed when going to bed at night and
counting the number of shoes found on the shoe rack at home, will enable
your child to practise and apply their mathematical skills in real life contexts.
Incorporating mathematics and mathematical vocabulary into everyday
routines and activities, e.g. fidy up time and mealtimes in particular, provide
opportunities for conversations about counting, comparing, fime and sharing.
Playing board games, particularly with linear, numbered, equal-sized spaces
can also be useful for the development of early number skills. At school, the
children have been exploring the pairs of numbers that make 5, e.g.2+3=5
and 6 - 1 =5, so incorporating these number facts into every day
circumstances would be useful. It will also become increasingly important for
the children to be able to write numbers from 0 up to 10, so finding time for
the children to do this using a variety of media and materials will help.

Reminders

Uniform

We encourage the children to take pride in their school and its uniform.
Please can you support this by ensuring that your child wears appropriate
uniform, including black school shoes (not trainers or wellies), a havy jumper
or cardigan (not a hoodie please), and grey school frousers (not tfracksuit
bottoms). Thank you for your help with this. Additionally, we would very much
appreciate it if you could ensure that all your child’s uniform (including school
shoes) is named. As you can imagine, it becomes difficult to ensure these
items do not get lost or sent home with the wrong owner if they are not
labelled. Thank you.

P.E.

The children will continue to have P.E. on Tuesday mornings throughout this
half term. Please ensure that you provide a fully named P.E. kit that is suitable
for outdoor P.E. lessons, as P.E. will sometimes be outside. This needs to be in
school for every Tuesday. If your child has pierced ears, please ensure that
their earrings are removed on P.E. days for health and safety reasons. Long
hair should always be tied up whilst the children are at school and especially
during P.E. lessons.

Books and Reading Records

We are finding that books and reading records are not always in the
children’s book bags when we come to change their books. Please can you
ensure that your child has both their reading record and their books in their
bag every day.

Snack Time

All the children in Reception are given either fresh fruit or vegetables for a
healthy snack every day and this initiative is funded by the government. Milk
is also provided free of charge up until your child’s fifth birthday.

Water Bottles

Now that Summer is upon us, it is particularly important that children bring a
named water bottle to school every day. Please can this be placed on the
trolley each morning, rather than stored in book bags, as we have seen many



books ruined by leaking water bottles. Please also ensure that the bottles only
contain water and not juice or squash.

Ovutdoor Learning

With the changeable UK weather, please ensure that your child has both a
sun hat and a raincoat in school every day, so that they will be able to safely
and comfortably enjoy learning in the outdoor area. Also, please could sun
cream be applied to children before they come to school and then the
children will be able to top this up for the afternoon? Please provide a named
bottle of sun cream in your child’s book bag. There are also brands available
that last all day (e.g., P20).

Health and Safety

We would be very grateful if all parents and carers can support us by not
letting their children use any of the resources that are in the outdoor areq,
including the climbing frame, during the morning drop off and afternoon pick

up.

Dates For Your Diaries

Summer Fair: Thursday 18" June (3.30pm — 5.00pm)

Reception Trip to Sacrewell Farm: Friday 10t July

End of Term For Pupils: Friday 17t July

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your continued support.



Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Listening, Attention and Understanding Sell-Regulation

+ Listen attentvely and respond o what they hear with = Show anunderstanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin io regulate ther
rebevant queskions, comments and actions when being read tehawiour apcardingly.
ta anel dunng whole class discussions and small group = Set and work fowards simple goals, being able %o wai for what they want and control ther
inberaciions. mmadiate mpulses when approprizate.

* Make comments about whiat they have heard and ask - e focused atberdian fa what the teacher says, responding approgrialety even when engaged
gquestions 1o darify their understandng, i activitg, 2rd show an abilily to foliow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

+ Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth
exchanges with their teacher and peers.

Speaking = Be confiderit %o try new activitkes and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the
face of chalienge.

* Fanicpate in small group, class and one-to-ane = Explainthe reasons farrules, ko right fromewirong and try ta behawe accandinghy
chaounsions, offering theirowm idazs, using recently = Manage ther own basic Fygiere and personal needs, including dressing, going 1othe tadet and

introcuced wocabulany.
nderstanding the I of healthy food choices.
+ Offer explanations forwhy things might happen making e nghe mpariance they Soodmhmiems

usizof recenily imfroduced wocabulany from sharies, rom- Building Relationships
fiction, rhymes and poemns when appropn abe.
* Edpress therideas and feelings about their experiences * Work and play cooperattwely and take tums with athers.
using full sertences, including use of past, present and = Farm positive attachments to adults and friend ships with peers.
future tens es and making use of conjunctions, with = Show sensithety totheir own and 1ooihers’ needs.

madeling and support from their teacher.

Mathematics Literacy
Hurmber Comprehensian
+ Megoliale space and obstacies = Have adeepunderstanding of number to 10, = Demansirate undersianding of what has been read tothem by
safiedy, with consideration for rciuging the composiian of each amber. rebeding stories and narmtives using their own words and recently
themselves and others. = Subitise (recognise quantibies wihout mireduced wocabuary.
+ Demonstrate strength, balarce counting) upto & = Articipate (where appropriste) ey events in stories.
and coordiration when playing. « Automatically recal {without reference o « Use ard understand recently introduced vocabulany durirg
* Move erergeticaly, such as rhymes, counting of other akds) number discussions about sionkes, non-fiction, rymes and peems and
running, jumping, dancirg, hund:uph:h!l:ndm subiraction facts) during role play.
hoppirg, skipping and chmbirg and some numbser 510 14, imduding
daublfacts
Hurmerical Patisrns = Say asound for sach letter in the alphabet and o1 keast 10 digraphs.
+ Haold a percil effectively in - Fead words consistent with ther phanic imosiedge by sound-
preparation for fluent wiiting - = Verbally count beyond 20, recogrising the hierding
using the tripod grip in almost pathern of the counting system - FRead alcud simple sentences and boaks that are consistent wih
allcases. - Comparequantites upto 10 indiferen their phaniz knowledge, induding some commen exceplion words.
+ Usearange of small contexts, ecognising when ane guantity is
| | re— |
paintbrushes and cuthery. ather quantiy.
+ Hegin ta show acouracy and = Esplore and represent patterns within = Witlte necoglasbls lettem, mogt of whioh sm oo oty Fonmad.
cane when drawirg. numbars up ta 10, including evers and cdds, = Spellwords by identifying sciurds in them and representing the
dauble facts and how quantities can be sounds with a letter ar letters.
distributed equalky = ‘Winie simple phrases and seriences that can be read by others.
Expressive Arts and Design Understanding the World
Creating with Materials Fast and Present
+ Hafely use and explone & variety of materials, = Takaboul the lives of the people around them and their roles in sockety.
tools and techniques, experimenting with calour, - Know some similarities and differences betaeen things in te past and now, drowing o their experieces
design, terture, farm and function. and what hizs been read in class.
* Share ther creations, explairing the process = Uriderstand the past through settings, characiers and events ercouriened in bocks read in class and
they have used. stanyteling.

+ Make use of props and matenals when role
playimg chamaechers in namatives and stones.

Being Imaginative and Expressive = Descnbetheirimmediate ervironment using knewledge from obseraation, disosssion, stonies, non-
fictian fexts and maps.

* Imsent, adapt and recount namaiives and stanes = Eniow somie similartiies and dfferences beteeen different redigious and cubural communities in this

with peers and ther teacher couning, drawing an ther expenences and what has been read in class.
* 5ing arange of wel-known nursery thymes and = Explain some similarties and differences between bfe in this counry and Ife in othercountries, drawing
S an knowhkedge fram stones, non-fiction tesis and {when appropriabe) maps.

+ Perfomm songs, rhymes, poemss and storkes with
others, and {when appropriate) fry bomoee in The Matural World

time with music.
= Esplore the natural world around them, making obsersations and drawing pictures of animals and plams.
= Know somie similzrities and dfferences between the nabural world 2round them and contrasting
eriironments, drawing ontheir expenences and what has been read in class

= Umdersiand some i mpartant processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the
seasons and changing states of matter.




